LOWER MOUNT BETHEL TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MINUTES DECEMBER 15, 2025 @ 7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER - The December 15, 2025, meeting of the Lower Mount Bethel Township
Board of Supervisors was held at 6984 S. Delaware Drive, Martins Creek, Pennsylvania. The
meeting was called to order by Chairperson DeBerardinis at 7:00 p.m. Also in attendance
were S. Disidore, C. Cook, J. Mauser, D. Ascani, K. Bigg-Sebia, Township Solicitor, M. Hart,
and M. Mastrogiovanni. There were approximately 12 members of the audience present.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION(S) — M. DeBerardinis announced Executive Sessions
were held on Monday November 3, 2025 and Monday November 11, 2025. No action was taken.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES — November 3, 2025. D. Ascani had a revision to page. 2 Kitty Calzetti
was not present and should be removed; add to pg. 4 D. Ascani — No report. MOTION by
J. Mauser, second by C. Cook to approve the minutes as revised. Vote: 5-0.

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR — None.
SUBDIVISIONS / ZONING

1. Conditional Use Application — Pysher — G10-5-6 — 9277 N. Delaware Dr. Bangor. The Planning
Commission made a recommendation for Conditional Approval with the conditions that 1). There
be Fire Company / EMS access and 2). A driveway access easement and driveway maintenance
agreement be executed; both conditions shall be shown on the plan. MOTION by J. Mauser,
second by D. Ascani to advertise the Pysher Conditional Use application for a public hearing to be
held on January 5, 2026. Vote: 5-0.

2. Resolution 2025-25 - Castelletti / Cauley Minor Subdivision 6058 Franklin Hill Rd. This
Minor Subdivision was approved at the November 3™ BOS meeting. MOTION by J. Mauser,
second by D. Ascani to adopt Resolution 2025-25 - Castelletti / Cauley Minor Subdivision 6058
Franklin Hill Rd. Vote: 5-0.

OLD BUSINESS

1. Tara Mezzanote -Resolution 2025-20 -Tara gave an update on the 1-80 NJ DOT project. They
have been in a holding pattern from the last year. NJDOT did not approve the “fix the S curve” and
are not moving forward with the study. The light on 611 is an ongoing issue. D. Ascani asked what
Tara’s involvement is with NJ. Tara indicated she is involved with White Township and Harmony.as
part of the Lower Delaware National Wild and Scenic Management Council. Tara mentioned
LMBT has 3 creeks on the PA side. There was discussion about zoning, grant opportunities and
land use permits. J. Mauser noted LMBT has Congressional Approval since we are part of the
Lower Delaware Wild & Scenic River. Tara requested the Board to approve Resolution 2025-20.
MOTION by J. Mauser, second by D. Ascani to reaffirming Lower Mount Bethel Township as a
Lower Delaware National Wild and Scenic River Management Council Municipality endorsing the
addition of new eligible segments and associated tributaries. Vote: 5-0.

2. Approval of 2026 Budget — Township Manager. M. Hart noted the 2026 Budget was
advertised in the Express Times on Tuesday, November 11% and available to the public for the
required 30 days before approval. No further revisions have been made.



MOTION by M. DeBerardinis, second by C. Cook to approve the 2026 Budget. Vote: 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Resolution 2025-22 Establishing the Real Estate Tax Millage Rate for Calendar Year 2026.
MOTION by M. DeBerardinis, second by J. Mauser setting the tax millage rate for 2026 at 5.7
mills for the real estate valuation and 2.0 mills for the Fire Tax. No tax increase. Vote: 5-0.

2. Resolution 2025-23 - John Mauser. MOTION by M. DeBerardinis, second by S. Disidore
adopting Resolution 2025-23, Honoring the dedication and service of Supervisor John Mauser
to the Township of Lower Mount Bethel and its residents. Vote: 4-0-1, J. Mauser abstained.

3. Resolution 2025-24 — Susan Disidore. MOTION by M. DeBerardinis, second by J. Mauser,
adopting Resolution 2025-24, Honoring the dedication and service of Supervisor Susan
Disidore to the Township of Lower Mount Bethel and its residents. Vote: 4-0-1, S. Disidore
abstained.

4. Approval to Close the Books — December 31, 2025 — Authorize the Township Manager to
pay final bills for 2025. MOTION by M. DeBerardinis, second by D. Ascani to close the books
for 2025 on December 31, 2025. Vote: 5-0.

CORRESPONDENCE - All Correspondence is located in the Township office.

APPROVAL OF THE BILLS - MOTION by M. DeBerardinis, second by D. Ascani to approve
paying the bills in the amount of $239,302.43. Vote: 5-0.

REPORTS

Fire Company — George thanked J. Mauser and S. Disidore for all their help and support.

George explained they are doing everything they can to raise money, the breakfast they just had
only profited $200.00; they need to raise $73,000. Dave Ascani asked George how many calls they
receive per month. George indicated about 15-20 as of today. Dave asked George how many trees
do they take down. George noted if it’s a state road, they try and cut it down, if it's a township road
they call M. DeBerardinis. Dave asked George to explained the billing process George explained
they have a billing company, they bill the insurance company; sometime they receive around $5,000
- $7,000 from the insurance company. George discussed the possibility of enacting Act 511 -
Business Privilege tax, this might be something to look into. The only donation they receive is from
Talen. They can work on putting together a plan collectively. J. Mauser suggested forming a
subcommittee with G. Russo, 1 Board of Supervisor, Township Manager and 1 resident. This will be
put on the January 5™ agenda to move forward. MOTION by J. Mauser, second by D. Ascani to form
the subcommittee. Vote: 5-0. D. Ascani volunteered to be the Supervisor appointed.

Township Solicitor Report — No report.

Chairman’s Report — M. DeBerardinis reported they have 2 snowstorms so far in December.
Board Members Reports

D. Ascani — Dave asked that the packets get out earlier, Friday is too late. The professionals
should get the township their paperwork by a certain date, so the packets can be out 3-4 days
in advance. Dave asked this be added to the meeting code of conduct Resolution. S. Disidore
agreed it would be a good idea to update the meeting code of conduct and figure out a
procedure for anyone that wants to be on the agenda.



Megan noted Melissa has prepared a formal request form for those that want to be on the
agenda. Megan also noted she will be having monthly meetings with the professionals and
staff, so everyone is on the same page.

Dave asked that different zoning companies be looked into for 2026 and asked Megan to get
guotes and other options. Dave noted nothing is being done as far as Property Maintenance.
The BOS agreed Megan can look into other options and see who other municipalities are using.

Township Manager Report — M. Hart reported staff is doing usual daily operations in the
office. The Tree Lighting was a big success and really nice event.

Asst. Manager / Secretary Report / Planning Administrator - M. Mastrogiovanni reported
the usual daily operations and Planning has been very busy the past few months.

Zoning Officer Report - Written report submitted.

Road Department Report — M. Hess reported they have been fixing a lot of equipment, had
a couple of snow storms and the new mower has arrived.

1. Decision - Sanczel Conditional Use Application — 6423 Front Street. Bangor, PA, 18013. The
Public Hearing was held on November 3, 2025. Stenographer Steve Mack was present for the
decision. J. Mauser indicated after reviewing the evidence, there was no demonstration of the
septic being adequate to supply two dwellings for the primary residence and the outbuilding
that is currently being used as an Air b & b. No evidence was presented that the applicants
have personal injury and casualty insurance adequate to cover the use of the property by
transient visitors. No evidence was presented that the applications have registered the lodging
with Northampton County and have paid applicable lodging taxes.

The evidence presented demonstrates that the use of the outbuilding as a residence or
otherwise for overnight accommodations is a change in the use and the permit should have
been pulled in advance before renovations were completed by the applicant.

MOTION by J. Mauser, second by D. Ascani to deny the application for standards having not
been met for Conditional Use. M. DeBerardinis polled the vote: D. Ascani —aye, J. Mauser —
aye, M. DeBerardinis — aye, C. Cook — aye, S. Disidore — aye. Vote is unanimous to deny.

MOTION by J. Mauser, second by M. DeBerardinis to direct the solicitor to prepare a written
decision consistent with this vote and authorize the Chair. or Vice Chair. to execute the decision
on behalf of the Township. M. DeBerardinis polled the vote: D. Ascani —aye, J. Mauser — aye,
C. Cook — aye, S. Disidore — aye, M. DeBerardinis — aye. Motion carries 5-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT - C. Buehler asked about the $25,000 escrow for Gravel Hill if that will be
used for paving. Megan noted there is no plan to use that Gravel Hill Escrow for paving.

ADJOURNMENT - The Board of Supervisors meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Melissa Mastrogiovanni, Township Secretary / Planning Administrator
Lower Mount Bethel Township



