
Lower Mount Bethel Township
A Report to the Board of Supervisors

July 13, 2026
By John Mauser

Topics to be Covered
 1.  Report on Planning Commission Meetings

 2.  Parks and Recreation Update

 3.  Morning Call Article July 8, 2026

 4.  August 2025 NDA Clarification

 5.  Meeting of July 6, 2026 with Data Center Developers

This report should be available on the township website.



Topic 1
Planning Commission Meetings

The Planning Commission met publicly twice at the Centerfield Building 
after being given the task of developing an amendment to zoning to 
provide regulations for data center projects.  I attended both meetings.

Patrick McInerney, chairman, ran very professional meetings and led the 
discussion on modifying the Lowhill Township ordinance.  Having a 
model to follow, permitted the commission to quickly adjust the Lowhill 
ordinance to LMBT needs.

As I remember, only one issue required extra deliberation.  In the first 
submission  to legal and engineering, the setback limit was 1000 feet.
Legal and engineering recommended 500 feet.  A member of the 
planning commission stated that Project Atlas data center is located in 
the Parkland School District and South Whitehall Township.  SWT went 
with a set back of 1000 feet.   The commission voted to keep the 1000 
feet.

 



The next steps involve sending the ordinance to the Lehigh Valley 
Planning Commission for their review and comments.  Upon receiving 
LVPC’s review, the Board of Supervisor’s will review the ordinance, make 
any changes, schedule a public hearing, and vote on the ordinance.

The draft ordinance will be on the township website for public review as 
soon as final edits are made by legal.

The Board of Supervisors and the public owe the Planning Commission 
members a well deserved thank you for completing this task in a timely 
and professional manner.

The members are:
Patrick McInerney, Chair    William Rush, Vice-chair
Timothy Resh       Bruce Smith
Karly Biggs-Sebia, Zator Law   Justin Coyle, Carroll Engineering
Melissa Mastrogiovanni, Manager and Secretary for the PC
Jim Horwath, Project Manager for Carroll Engineering



Catherine Buehler 
has been spending 
hours maintaining 
and improving the 
gardens at the 
Welcome Center.  

Also, a special thanks 
to Howard Klein who 
has passed the torch 
to Catherine after 
having  spent many 
years working on the 
gardens.  

Topic 2
Parks and Recreation



The Martins-Jacoby Watershed (MJWA) 
Association has been very active in LMBT 
for over 21 years.

Riparian buffer expansion is an on-going 
effort with planting and watering  of trees 
at The Meadows.

Richard Budihas is the 
president and project 
manager for the MJWA .



Also, at the Meadows, one stream bank stabilization project with habitat 
improvement has been completed and another is planned for 2027. The 
MJWA has completed numerous projects in LMBT on both private and 
public lands. 



The Delaware River Sojourn is an annual seven-day event .  Paddlers (of 
all ages) ate two meals at the Welcome Center and ended their paddling 
day at LMBT’s Riverton site.      June 24, 2026



July 8, 2026Topic 3



Laurie Mason Schroeder, The Morning Call  July 8,2026



Laurie Mason Schroeder, The Morning Call  July 8,2026



Laurie Mason Schroeder, The Morning Call  July 8,2026



Topic 4
Non-Disclosure Agreement NDA with Talen Energy

Sometime in May of 2025, Talen representatives approached the 
township to discuss something on their planning radar.  The discussion 
did mention the idea of a data center.  No scale or scope or 
development partners were mentioned.  

It was brought up that Talen would like to acquire some property 
adjacent to the tank farm and around Depues and Del Haven Roads.  

Talen requested a NDA in order to ensure that word would not circulate 
around the community and cause a dramatic increase in values needed 
to purchase the adjacent property and/or other properties that Talen 
might be able acquire and/or to trade with a landowner who had limited 
or no interest in selling.



This portion listed contact information for another land owner who might be interested in 
selling farmland that could be used in a deal to acquire another parcel Talen was interested 
in acquiring.   I believe the land owners did not entertain any offers by Talen. 

That meeting never occurred.



Why would or should the Board want to talk with Talen?
I believe we should know what Talen, other companies, or individuals 
are contemplating so as to prepare the township for any development 
without surprises and hopefully ensure best results moving forward for 
the township.

A NDA was forwarded to the township and reviewed by legal.  The NDA 
was signed by township supervisors around August 21, 2025.  

To my knowledge no additional contact occurred between the two 
parties.  The township was operating with the understanding the Board 
of Supervisors were to follow the NDA.

During the November Planning Commission meeting, a member 
announced that a data center maybe or is coming to LMBT.

My term expired in December of 2025.  Nothing new on my part



On July 7, 2026 after the Planning Commission meeting, I was 
approached by two individuals who I had conversations with on prior 
occasions.  Elizabeth DeOrnellas, Morning Call reporter, and Jane 
Therese, photo journalist, asked me some questions on the NDA.  I 
answered briefly and stated I would be giving a report to the Board of 
Supervisors at their meeting on July 13.

The morning of July 8, Mark Jackson, Talen, called me to tell he did talk 
with a Morning Call reporter.  I believe the same day or a day later, 
Deornellas called me.  She was told by Talen that the NDA was never 
signed by Talen.  Obviously, this was the reason LMBT staff could not 
locate the NDA which included Talen signatures.

I left a message for Mark Jackson asking for an e-mail or written notice 
that the NDA was not in effect.  I later talked with Julie LaBella, Talen, 
who said the lawyers need to review the notice of no binding NDA 
between LMBT and Talen.  At that point, an e-mail would be sent to the 
township office stating no binding NDA exited now or in the past.





Topic 5
Meeting of July 6, 2026 with Data Center Developers

An informational meeting was held at LMBT office from 4:00 PM to 
about 5:30 PM.

Developer: 
Marc Jackson, Talen Energy    Julie LaBella, Talen Energy
John Callahan, Peron Development  Peter Polt, Petrucci

LMBT:
John Mauser, Supervisor     Chris Cook, Supervisor
Melissa Mastrogiovanni, Manager  Megan Hart, Manager

The developer presented 3 maps on zoning and 3 pages from the 
township comprehensive plan. 
There were no negotiations just strictly sharing of thoughts.
No plan has been submitted for review.



Current Zoning Map
As shown by Developer*

1

4

2

3

*Bold white on this page and 
next two pages inserted by me



Developer Proposed Zoning 
Map – Dated Feb. 3, 2026
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3

4



Developer Proposed Zoning Map  
Also dated Feb. 3, 2026

12
3

4

1 Quarry property  101.89 acres
2 Owned by PPL  80 acres
3 Owned by Martins Creek LLC* 58.7 acres
4 Owned by MC OPCO LLC* 12.9 acres
*Talen associated



?

Developer’s 
Proposal

Dated Feb. 3, 2026

Developer’s
Scaled Back 

Dated Feb. 3, 2026



The developer’s 
legal team is 
actively reviewing 
the township’s 
comprehensive 
plan, zoning, and 
other documents to 
determine how to 
make any future 
submission meet 
legal requirements 
or perhaps create a 
path for a future 
challenge. 



The developer mentioned the quarry was industrial in figure 4-1

LMBT Comprehensive Plan
Existing Land Use 4-1



The developer mentioned the quarry is now agricultural, preservation, 
conservation.

LMBT Comprehensive Plan
Future Land Use 6-1



LMBT Comprehensive Plan – The developer highlighted in yellow a 
portion of the plan shown below (I bracketed the highlighted part).



1.  The developer is willing to put roughly 400 acres in 
farmland preservation.

2.  The developer is looking at 300-foot-wide buffers.

3.  The developer would consider putting 
development in the quarry and consider lowering 
ground on surrounding areas to the quarry level.

4.  The developer is willing to purchase surrounding 
properties.  They have spoken to several neighboring 
owners.

5.  The developer cannot use eminent domain. 



6.  The developer would require the PPL parcel #2.

7.  Besides the quarry the developers would like 140+ 
acres to be rezoned to industrial

8.  The developer is considering removing two large 
capacity fuel tanks and asking for a small parcel (#4) 
to be changed to industrial

9.  The developers are willing to have exteriors of 
buildings that blend in with the environment.

10.  At least one area in the industrial zone is 
environmentally sensitive.



11.  Talen is looking to improve relations with LMBT.

12.  Talen reaffirmed a $20,000 donation to LMBT for 
the fire department.

13. Talen is redirecting $30,000/yr for 10 yrs to the 
fire company which was repayable by LMBT to Talen 
due to a court case on taxes.
  
14.  I asked about tours for BOS, planning 
commission, neighboring property owners, etc.

15.  The Berwick site (owned by Talen) is under 
development but very noisy while under 
construction.  To me this is a site worth touring.



16. Talen mentioned that they will be supplying 
power to the UMBT data center.

17.  Virginia is basically the data center capital of the 
world.
18.  Virginia would have some of the most advanced 
data center facilities similar to what would be built 
here.

19.  Tara Zrinski, Northampton County Executive, 
toured a large data center site in New Jersey.

20.  There was no talk about the size or number of 
buildings.



21.  The PPL site (#2) is a potential sub station site.  
Meaning a sub station area may be needed at another 
site.

22.  The school district would get the greatest amount 
perhaps $14 million.

23.  LMBT might receive about $500,000 per year.

24.  The developer has concerns about 1000-foot-
wide buffers and several other items in the new 
zoning amendment.  
25.  According to the developer, LVPC had several 
concerns with Lowhill Township amendment.



26.  The developer did not give any indication when a  
plan would be submitted and I didn’t ask.

27.  I showed the location of my house relative to the 
two generating plants (see slide 33).

28.  I mentioned when the stacks blow (my 
description, not sure what is going on) my windows 
vibrate and this may occur at 1:00 am or any time.

29.  We talked about karst geology and the Tatamy 
Stockerton area.  I mentioned I attended a Karst 
Geology Advisory Committee meeting that morning 
with Tara Zrinski, County Executive, among others.



At the planning commission meeting, a resident 
mentioned about the noise level at his house 1 ½ 
miles away from the power plant. 

If and when a plan is submitted, perhaps the 
township should request as a condition of moving 
forward the installation of updated sound measures 
at the power plant itself.  This request cannot be 
forced on Talen as it is an operating business.  

I feel the BOS may need to start thinking about all 
outcomes with legal and engineering providing 
guidance at every step forward so the township does 
not make a costly mistake.



Disclosure: I will be positively affected by any 
sound mitigation at the power plant.

*
My house









Concluding Comments
• I am requesting that my report be posted on the township 

website.

• I am suggesting that the entire 2002 Community Noise 
Survey and Analysis be posted on the township website.

• I suggesting that my report be reviewed by the BOS, legal, 
and engineering prior to the next scheduled BOS meeting.

• At the next BOS meeting, an agenda item to consider is a 
discussion on reviewing my report and planning the 
township’s next steps. 

• Should we have a subcommittee consisting of two 
supervisors, legal, engineering, and the manager.  They 
might meet by Zoom to develop a coherent plan or strategy.

• Thank you for your patience.  John Mauser
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