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The d epic tion on the Offic ial Map of all featu res sh own in the Leg end  (excepting  Lower Mou nt Beth el Townsh ip, Adjacent Mu nic ipalities, Tax Parcels,
and Road s other th an the Delaware River Valley S cenic Byway) is intended  to represent eith er present or potential acqu isition or reservation by
Lower Mou nt Bethel Townsh ip of certain rig h ts and interests in the land  and  waters with in su c h  d epic tion.  The rig h ts and  interests th at now exist or
wh ic h  m ay be acqu ired or reserved in th e fu tu re inc lu d e (bu t are not lim ited  to) fee sim ple ownersh ip, rig h ts-of-way for roads and  streets, riparian rig h ts,
easem ents for one or m ore partic u lar pu rposes and u ses, and su c h  oth er interests as m ay be necessary, desirable, or convenient in the opinion of th e
Townsh ip.  Pu rsu ant to MPC S ec tion 404 – Effect of Offic ial Map on Mapped  S treets, Waterc ou rses and Pu blic Grou nd s, th e ad option of th is
Offic ial Map and th e depic tion of th e aforesaid  featu res sh all not c onstitu te or be deem ed  to be an acqu isition, taking , ac ceptance, or reservation of any
land  or water or rig h ts or interests in land  or water, nor sh all su c h  a d epic tion oblig ate th e Townsh ip to acqu ire, take, ac cept, or reserve any land
or water or rig h ts or interests in land  or water. 

1.  The wid ths and  loc ations of road rig h ts-of-way sh all correspond  to th e wid th  and  loc ation of the Rig h t-Of-Way for eac h
road as set forth  in §22-505 – Road  S tand ard s, su bsec tion 1, of th e Townsh ip Cod e.
2.  S tream s and Headwaters S tream s sh all inc lu d e all land  and water between the ord inary low water m arks of su c h  stream s.
The nam es of all stream s sh own on th e Offic ial Map sh all be as sh own in the Lower Mou nt Bethel Townsh ip Com preh ensive Plan.  
3.  The Lower Delaware S cenic & Recreational River is ind ic ated  as a g eneralized c orrid or. The intent is to foc u s on conservation of
the scenic and  natu ral resou rces along  the River wh ic h  m ay extend  beyond th e g eneralized  c orrid or as sh own. 
4.  The Delaware River Valley S cenic Byway is ind ic ated  by the loc ations of the d esig nated  road way seg m ents.  The reservation
area sh all be as defined by any applicable d im ensional setbac ks in the Zoning  Ord inance of 2022, inc lu d ing  yard  area setbac ks, th at
abu t th e d esig nated  road way.  Im pac ts on the viewshed of th e S cenic Byway – even if ou tside of th e reservation area - sh all be
m itig ated  to the m axim u m  extent feasible.

Notes:





WHEREAS, the Township is authorized and empowered to create, approve, adopt, enact, and 
establish such an official map as hereinafter provided by virtue of the Pennsylvania 
Municipalities Planning Code ("MPC"), the same being codified at 53 P.S. §§ 10101 et seq., and 
specifically (but not limited to) Article IV - Official Map thereof; and 

WHEREAS, the Township officials and staff convened and requested an informal group of 
Township officials, interested citizens, and representatives oflocal businesses within the 
Township, known as the "Ad Hoc Comprehensive Plan Committee" (hereinafter "Committee") 
to discuss and prepare a draft official map; and 

WHEREAS, at its March 7, 2022 meeting, the Board of Supervisors formally appointed the 
members to the Committee; and 

WHEREAS, commencing in March 2022 the Township engaged a planning consultant, John 
Snook, to prepare the draft official map; and 

WHEREAS, since March 2022 the Committee has diligently worked with said planning 
consultant to create the draft official map, holding advertised public meetings as documented in 
the Township's records; and 

WHEREAS, at the Board of Supervisors meeting of October 3, 2022, the Committee presented 
and recommended the proposed official map to the Board of Supervisors; and 

WHEREAS, on October 14, 2022 the proposed official map was delivered to and submitted to 
the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission ("L VPC"), the Lower Mount Bethel Township 
Planning Commission ("PC"), the adjacent Townships of Forks, Plainfield, Washington, and 
Upper Mount Bethel, all in Northampton County ("Adjacent Townships"), and the Bangor Area 
and Easton Area School Districts ("School Districts"), for their respective reviews and comments 
as provided by the MPC; and 

WHEREAS, the PC reviewed the draft official map at the PC's meeting of November 15, 2022, 
and tabled the draft official map pending receipt and review by the individual PC members of the 
LVPC's comments; and 

WHEREAS, on or about November 21, 2022 the L VPC issued a comment and recommendation 
letter dated November 8, 2022 on the proposed official map, and said letter is in the Township's 
records; and, 

WHEREAS, public notices of the public hearing on December 12, 2022 for consideration and 
possible enactment of an ordinance adopting the proposed official map and adopting the 
proposed official map itself, were published in the Express Times newspaper on November 29, 
2022 and December 4, 2022, being not less than 7 days prior to the public hearing on the 
proposed official map, and said public notice was also posted at the Township office not later 
than November 29, 2022; and 

WHEREAS, copies of the proposed ordinance and the proposed official map were delivered to 
the Express Times newspaper and Northampton County Law Library, and available at the 
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